Ca.) 


CATECHISME 


= for Memory, 1 givin he 
pacity , containing e 
and principles of the 
Chriſtian Religion in general. 
Which every one s know, 

that deſires to 25 
crament (of the Lords Su 
2 eh E 


— 


—— — 


Queſtion. 


97: Zr. . Ale 
= "Of Wit Region tha 2 


| Man'tolook for Silvition only by ſus Aa. 
| is this Religion taught 


1 which are 


2 


$139 


ever ſince ſuſtaine. 
them. 


. what we are to 
. ſelves? 
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all things needful for our Galvation. 
ade thoſe moſt neceſſary o Salvation, 


which are taught us in the ri 
A They are two : the one * what 
we are obliged to know, o- 


455 is what we are bound to bu 
O. What are we bound to 
2. God and our ſelves. _ 
MN What muſt we know | concerning 


A. We muſt know three things : 1 .that 
there isa God, 2. what a one this God is, 
and 3, what hehath done. 

©, How do you aſſure your ſelf that 
there is a God ? 


A. 1. Gods r 2. Gods © 
works confirm it; 3. mine ,own | 


Conſcience doth - Rec me of it. 
Q. What a one is God? 


A. God is a ſpirit moſt glorious in Na- 


— 4 * 'B Perſons, and one in 


9. 2. What hath God done 2.” 

A. He hath cli 
all Eternity bow . — he 
all things in the | 


©. Thus nuch of tha 


to know conc 


Joh-n 5+ the written word of God, and contain | 


What are the —— things, | 


| 1. What we were; 
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A. | We are to —_ three things 
what we now are, Gn £ 


and 3. what we ſhall Te. 
What were we? 
We were all in our firſt Crea- 
tion Perfect and Happy. 
What are we now? 
We are all by Nature Ginful and 


as many as God dothcall, are made righ- * 


teous and — 
* [l we be? 
us that are good ſhall 


be S_ ly Bleſſed, and thoſe that are 
wicked ſhall be for ever Curſed. 

And thus far touching our know- 
ledge, tell me in the next place, what are 
we commanded and required to do, in 
this 6 Ke? 

We 1 commanded to live well or 


— teh ks, Soberly, Righteouſly 
B wha this — world. 


2. But what Rules and Example have 
we preſcribed to us, for the Perfection of 
this important buſineſs? 
by we have Gods Word, the ho- 


ly for our directions, and Jeſus 
Chriſt for our and Patern. 
But what Gods word require? 


towards our Omnipotent 
Creatour, Charity towards our Neigh- 
bours ; Sobriety towards our ſelves; and 
towards all other living Creatures. 


What doth the holy Goſpel re- 
quire ? A. True 


7. 


27. 


miſerable: but by grace in Jeſus Chriſt, | Cor. f 


— 
P 
h 
| c 
| 7 
| 


me into the wayat 
: Jeſus Chriſt our 
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The Communicants Guide, di- 
recting the younger ſort which have 


never yet received, and the elder and 
ignorant fort, which have hither-to 
received unworthily, how they may 


recefve the Sacrament of the Lords 
Supper worthily and to their ſouls 


Comfort, 
&\ 


tmuſt he do, that would 
receive the Sacrament of the 


Lords Supper worthily, and to his ſouls 


A. He muſt do that, which is required 
of a K before he cometh to 
receive; whilſt he is receiving, and after 
N 

is requi a re- 
— before he cometh to receive 4 

A. There is required a ſerious and ſo- 
lemn ion of himſelf. 
ws, 


ration 
herein doth that ſerious and 
preparation of a mans ſelf conſiſt? 
A. In Examination of himſelf, whether 
he have in him thoſe things which ought to 
bein a worthy receiver. 
They are ſpertlly foe Firſt K 
are e y hve, Firſt Know- 
; Secondly * Thirdly Repen- 


4 tance; 
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tance; . Charity an 
— : irſti dle wr te Y 

1 of his Death and Paſſion. 
9 er knowlede ought there to be 
ina worthy receiver? | 


A. There ought N | 


., competent knowledge of the grounds 


principles of the Chriſtian Religion i in ge- 
neral) a more particular knowledge both 
of himſelf, who is to receive, and of the 
Sacrament, gn: — N 

What muſt he know concerning 
himſelf, who is to receive? 

A. He muſt know how miſerable he is 
by Nature; and how much more miſera- 
die he hath made himſelf by his actual 
"_ Whatn uſt he kno oncerning the | 

tm W C 
true nature and uſe of the Sacrament 
which he is to receive? 

A, He muſt know firſt who ordained 
it; Secondly for what ends it was ordain- 
ed, and thirdly, what are the parts 
whereof it conſiſteth. 

. Who ordained this Sacrament ? 
The Lord Jeſus Chriſt, and that in 
the night when he was betrayed, and 
therefore! it is called the Lords Supper. 

S For what ends was it ordained ? 

It was ordained, firſt to keep in us 
a thankful OT the Death and 
Paſſion of our Bleſſed Lord and Saviour 
Feſus Chriſt. Secondly to affure us of 


| our particular part, and Intereſt in the 


bene - 
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an * and thirdly to be a bond 
an and pledge, both of our union with Chriſt, 
and of union one with another. 


be 2 What are the parts whereof this 


. conſiſteth? 
— | — three ; Firſt the outward 
= — ondly the Divine word 
ge- Thirdly the inward and 
th Fang 1 ignified. 
he Q. What are L. outward ſigns ſigni- 


f ing? 

ng TY Bread and Wine, with the ſeveral 
: aQions pertaining to them, as Breaking, 
1s Giving, Taking, Eating and Drinking. 


a- Q. bat is the Diyies word ſancti- 
al fying ? 

3 A. The words of Chriſts inſtitution, 
ie pronounced with prayers and Bleſſings by 


at a lawful miniſter. 
1 4 are the inward and ſpiritual 
d graces ſigni 
1 A. T Bod of Chriſt Crucified, and 
ts his Blaud ſhed for the remiſſion of ſins, ex- 
hibited by God to the Faith of the worthy 
receiver, which receives it, and feeds on 


very 


n B for the nouriſhing of his ſoul unto life 
d laſting 

— 1 * far touching the knowledge 

is required in the worthy receiver, 

8 tell me now what Faith is required in him 
J A. There is required not on! 
„ 22 e and perſuaſion, that 1 
f was crucified; and his bloud ſhed 
P be the remiſſion of ſins (for even this the 
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| , and may 

| wok in him which bite wanteth, * 

may come as a worthy receiver to the 

). But what if a man be not thus pre- 

pared when he cometh to receive, is there 
any great danger in it? 

A. Yes, 


—> 


— . -— =. — 


10 
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14.475 he that is not thu | 


ei Han h Bu before God, c 
and Bloud of — Lord. | 


| — Sreondly inſtead of rec 
t korkber his ſalvation 
drink his own — And laſtly 

ef 


he ſhall not only be damned — 
— ſhall be ſeverely puniſhed al ſo in this 
by ſickneſs and weakneſs, yea, and 
Ae cf i by fome fearful death. ct 
Q. Now let me underſtand what is re. 
quired of a worthy Receiver whil'ſ he fo 


„ is robin a reverent geſture | 1 


of 4 and a religious diſpoſition of es 


"9; Vie geſture of _ moſt re- | 
te in the time of receiyi 

A. There is no certain geſture preſerib - 4 
ed in Gods word to be uſed in the receiving | i | 
of the Loyds' Supper, and therefore that 


— fitteſt, which is moſt decent and order- 


, and moſt _— to the ag oy of . 
che Church u * we 1 ff | : 
it be not contrary to Piety or an 
if we be left to our own choice, ee | > 
re is to be judged beſt, which may 
ſet forth the N of the giver, and 4 
worth of the and the Humility | * 
EN 
t di mind is requir- 
ed in a worthy receiver, at the time of 


his Receiving ? 
A, Theſe 
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1 of ' 4. There is required, firſt, that his 
* "Fmind be taken of from all worldly and ſin- 
hick{fol thou and ſecondly that jt be 
| eat Wholly aught with Heaven! litati- 
aſtij ons and hearty — and vings 
frer unto Almighty God. 
this) Q. Whereon ſhould a worthy receiver 
and c_y meditate in the time of Re- 
ath. Ceiving | 
re. A. He ſhould eſpecially meditate on the 
e is Death and Paſſion of Chrift Jeſus his Sa- 
; | viour ; of the benefits which accrue to him 
ure thereby; and of the duties which he ow- 
of eth to God and man therefore. 

Q. How may he come belt to meditate 

A. By obſerving diligently, what is 
ib. done by the Miniſter that doth adminiſter 


ng it; and himſelf that doth receive it. 
at. What doth the miniſter do 7 
oy He doth c and ſet apart 


of | the Bread and Wine, whereby of common 
at aud ordinary Bread and Wine, it is made 
d the Sacrament of the body and Blood of 
it Chrift. He doth alſo break the Bread, 


aud pour gut the Wi having ſo done 

4 doch deliver it to 7242 

2. What is he to meditate on when he 

ſeeth the Miniſter to conſecrate the Bread 
f , and — by the words of Chriſts inſti- 
tution, and Prayer, and fo, Pronounces it to 

de the Sacrament of the bleſſed body and 

| bioodofChriſt ? 1 
1 e 
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wo 
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; oy 74 


2 
2 


The ay ppg 
on yon. the Ti ſenſe of what he 


. When be hath received the bread 
and Wine at the miniſters hand, 


then — think 
with himſelf thus. As I have now taken, 


2 do eat this bread and drink this wine 
5 me: ay Body, and life 
ſo I do believe that the Body 

wad Blood of. ſus Chriſt being revereut- 
Zar hal, d natd and applied by Faith un- 


nouriſh it up unto life 
And thus we have ſeen how the wor- 
thy Receiver is. to meditate in the time of 


Receiving upon the Death and Paſſion of 
Chrift, and "he benefits which accrue to 
. Tell me now next what are 
the Duties, which he is to perform to God 
and man there fure? 


giving for the t work * 


== 


we have allo 
the 


= 


A. To Gad he is to lift up his heart by 
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ing 
fo be careful, and witchfal that be 
3 that holy and grace frame of 
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place what is required of him after he hath 


received ? 

A-There is required EX AN ATION 
and RESOLUTION, 

. Where ſtands the Fxamination 
which muſt be in a worthy Receiver, af- 


* _ ＋ 3 

t ſtands in thi 
he hath gotten any cod by. — 
or not? 

Q. VVhat if he finds little or no qo 
by his reteiving ? 


A. He is then firſt to ſuſpect himſelf, 
2 ſome Nr hath in him; 
BN er in hi A N to, or in his per- 

formance of t and having found 
out what was the kult i either, that hin- 
dred the efficacy of the Sacrament unto 
him, he maſt judge himſelf and be ſeri- 
ouſly humbled for it. 

And ſecondly he maſt eudeavour by af- 

in Prayer, and humiliation to 


gore, and awaken the fficary of the 


t umto his 3 


N. obodb his 
r a, ven N Rt, y 
1. He ts firſt to bieß GOD with all his 


heart therefore; zand to acknowledge with 


all thankfulneſs 'G OD'S prativus deal- 
with bim therein; and fecondly he 


in himſelf which hath' brought with 
him from the Sacrament. 
Q. And 
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O. And thus have we ſeen, wherein 
the Examination ofa worthy receiver con- 
ſiſteth after he bath received, tell me now 
wherein ſtandeth his reſolution ? 

A. It ſtandeth in this, that he be care- 
ful and reſolve to keep friendſhip with his 
Maker, and to expreſs the power and effi- 
cacy of the Sacrament in making good, 

keeping his Vows, and Covenants, 
which he made toand with God, of new 
obedience and amendment c life, when 
he came to receiye. 

Q. Is there any great danger if we neg 
let to do ſo? 

A. Yes, for firſt without this care and 
Chriſtian reſolution we ſhall incur Gods 
heavy diſpleaſure : Secondly we fruſtrate 
and make void, all that we have former! 
done in, and at the Sacrament. - And third- 
ly, we ſhall hereby bring our ſelves into 
a far worſe condition, than we were be- 
fore we came to receive. 

O. How may we come then by power 
to do this ? | 

A. By watching carefully over our 
ways and courſes ; by examining them by 
the Rule of Gods word; and by hea 
prayer unto God for his grace, to direc 
and aſſiſt us in all our ways. 
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Certain Excuſes made, and pretend- 
ed by Ignorant People for not re- 
ceiving the holy Sacrament of the 
Lords Supper ſo often as they 
ſhould, removed. 


Many are the Excuſes, which are made, 
and pretended by Ignorant People for not 
receiving oe gt he 2 of 0 N 
Supper ſo often as they ſhould do, but 
chitfeſt of them, and thoſe that are moſt 
common in the mouths of the ignorant, 
are theſe that follow. 


I. Excuſe. They have no leiſare. 
Have they leiſure to fill their bodies e 
very day, and want they leiſure to feed 
their ſouls 2 Our Saviour in John the 6.27. 
ives them better Councel. Labour not 
Car he) for the meat that periſheth, but 
or the meat that endureth to eternal life. 


II. Excuſe. They want Cloaths. 

It is not outward apparel, but the m- 
ward ornaments that make us gracious in 
the fight of God. And ther 
outward apparel never ſo mean, if we have 
on us the wedding garment of Faith, and 
be indued inwardly with humility, and 
adorned outwardly with Charity, 
God will bid us welcome to his Table. ur 


be dur 


Excuſes for not Recetving removed. | 


III. Excuſe. They are not in Charity, 


What is this but to excuſe one fin with a- 
nother ? Their neglect or contempt of God's 
Ordinance, by their uncharitable affecti- 
on to their Brother, and that is ſo far from 
excuſing them in the ſight of God that it 
doth much aggravate their ſin. 

For why are they not in Charity? 
What is the cauſe of it? Is it not their own 
rankorous heart, their own malicious and 
revengeful will, and nothing elle that 
keeps them from it? And becauſe their 
neighbour hath wronged them, will they 
rather than they will forgive their Neigh- 
bours, wrong God, and their own ſouls ? 


IV. Excuſe. They are not preparcA. 


Art thou prepared to pray, and art 
thou not prepared to receive the Commu- 
nion? The ſame thing that make us unfit 
to receive the Communion, make us as un- 
fit to pray : for except a man abandon the 
purpoſe of fin, and except he bein Chari- 

Mat. 6. 14. he is no more fit to pray, 
than communicate, and therefore thould 
abſtain from the one, as well as from the 


other. 


B 2 V. Ex- 
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V. Excuſe. They uſe to Receive at E A- 
ST ER every Tear, and they hope 


that it is ſufficient, 


This Communicating once a year at 
EAS TER, was hatched in Popery, 
when ignorance prevailed in the Church : 
and is in no means to be followed of us, 
to whom God hath afforded better means 
of knowledge, And indeed it were a 
{{:ame that Proteſtants in profeſtion ſhould 
be Papiſts in opinion. 

But what is it that makes them put of 

their receiving to this time? 
If it were their reſpect and reverence to 
the Sacrament, as fearing if they ſhould 
receive it oftner, they ſhould not come ſo 
well prepared to it as they hope to be 
then: that indeed were ſome ( 2 a 
Poor Excuſe. But that is not it:it is rather, 
either becauſe they place more holineſs in 
that time above 4 ſo think the bet- 
ter day the better the Work hich is meer 
Popiſh ſuperſtition, or rather, becauſe 
it is the Cuſtom and Faſhion ſo to do, 
which is profane irrelig ion. 

Whereas good Chriſtians look rather 
to Chriſt's | conan 'and their own ne- 
ceſſity, than to any thing elſe, and becauſe 
he commands it they would doit; and 
their own need and neceſſity of it makes 
them to do it, not once in a vear, but as 
often as it may be done. 
| VI. Ex- 


. 
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VI. Excuſe. They would come and receive 


but their miniſters will not ſuffer them. 


If their miniſters do hinder them with- 
out cauſe they ſhall bear their own con- 
demnation : but if for want of knowledge, 
Charity or the like (which their profeſſj- 
on or practice do witneſs ) he do ſtay them 
from it, and be diligent and willing to 
warn them, and they continue till in 
their obſtinacy, and wickedneſs, their 
blood ſhall be upon their own heads. 


VII. Excuſe, They are conſcious to 
themſelves of ſome great, and cryin 
ſens which they have committed, . 
of which they have not yet ſufficiently re- 
pented and therefore they will ſtay while 
the next opportunity of receiving, hopin 
by that time to have more fully Lg 
of them, and tobe better prepared. 


This Excuſe indeed might be the more 
tolerable, if he that hath committed fuch 
ſins were ſure of theſe two things. Firſt that 
he ſhall have longer time to repent in; and 
ſecondlv, that he ſhall have grace to re- 
pent, having had ſuch a time. But of nei- 
ther of theſe can any man be aſſured of. 
'Tis true, God hath promiſed indeed to 
have mercy upon a ſinner, at what time 
ſoever he ſhall truly repent and turn unto 
him; but he hath no where promiſed to 

give 
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ive him either time or grace to 
when he will. And therefore if thou art 
wiſe, or defireſt to be wiſe for the Ever- 
laſting good of thy ſoul, diſpeed thy re- 
tance out of hand, and take the pre- 
ent opportunity that God offereth thee, 
as not knowing whether God will offer 
thee the like opportunity again : being al- 
ſb aſſured of this for thy Comfort, that 
God in all our graces, and fo in repen- 
tance too, looketh not ſo much at the mea- 

ſure of them, as at their ſincerity. 


A Prayer. 


O ͤ mot GRACIOUS COD I 
© moſt humbly beſeech thee, that I may ne- 
© ver make uſe of any frivolous excuſes to 
© omit this important duty required of all 
© mankind. Grant that I may rather come 
in rags than paſs by ſuch an heavenly 
© feaſt. And to fit and prepare me for the 
© participation of this Comfortable ban- 
c quet, ſupply me with all ſuitable and effe- 
: Foal graces and more particylarly with 
© the graces of Faith, Charity and Repen- 
© zance, fo that I may come boldly to the 
© throne of grace, and be a mony Com- 
© municant, both to my ſouls comfort and 
© thy everlaſting glory, through Jeſus 
* Chriſt, to whom with the Father and 
the Holy po be all Honour, and Power 
* Majeſty and Dominion from this time 
© forth for evermor e. Amen. 5 


A Short Exhorytation, 
Al Short Exbortation. 
Moſt . beloved in the Lord, the 
Reaſons why ſo many men thus diſ- regard 


the holy Sacrament ate plainly evident, 
and have in as compleat and compendious 
a Treatiſe ( as potlible) been demonſtrated 
to you, what remaitis now is only thi 
that firſt, if any Man expects to be fav 
he muſt neceſſarily frequent the Lords Ta- 
ble, Once in a year will never ſerve the 
turn, but as often as notice is given by the 
miniſter, he muſt prepare himſelf to be a 
Communicant, for otherwile it is a moſt 
| notorious and crying fin, and what can 
more offend the Great God of Heaven 
ad Earth, than to ſlight his holy inſti- 
| tutions ? 

Therefore O Man, whoſoever thou art 
turn not thy back upon this ſacred ordi- 
nance, Without a juſt and lawful caule, 
and there can be no juſt cauſe or lawful 
impediment, unleſs ſickneſs. Neither 
Riches nor Poverty, or wordly buſineſs 
muſt keep thee from the Celebration of 
Chriſt's Nativity and Reſurrection, and 
the ſending of the Holy Ghoſt. 
| Ina word. if thou art not fit to receive 
| þ Sacrament, thou canſt not be fit to 

ye, nay nor live in my opinion. VVe 
know by the Martial law, all deſerters of 
their colours are condemned to dye. Then 
I think if that be fo great an offence, — 

muc 
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| Yh 4 A Short Exhort at ion. 
much greater muſt that be to deſert 
Chriſts word and Sacrament. If Souldiers 
are deſtroyed for the Violation of a 
Law which is eſtabliſhed by an Earth 
King: VVhat death can be bad enough 
for them who knowingly and willingly | 
break Gods Laws, the Great King of | 
— 2 4 — Bl ye fed the 
words e Apoſite, Be ye ſtedfaſt un- 
moveable always abounding in the workes 
of the Lord foraſmuch as ye know your labour 
Hall not be in vain in the Lord. 1 Cor. 1 
ult; 
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